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Abstract: Coherent structures which are localized in space are seen in many  different areas of 

science.  This talk is a (hopefully) informal introduction  to this topic.  I will discuss equilibria of 

nonlinear systems and their bifurcations, as well as various dynamic phenomenon. Applications 

to systems of physical interest will be highlighted. Finally, I will mention some relatively 

unexplored subfields and open problems. 


